Public meeting on cleaning
up Looney Creek Dec. 7

A public mecting to discuss
impiementing voluntary plans
to clean up Looney Creek and
ils ibutaries—which include
Mill Creek and Back Creek—
will be held Thursday, Dec. 7
al 7 p.m. in Buchanan
Elementary School.

Looney Creek and its tibu-
taries south of Buchanan are
on Virginin's list of impaired
or “ditly” walers because bac-
terin level in the streams
exceed Virginia water quality
standards.

The Ievels of -bacteria
measured by the Virginia
Department-of Environmesntal
Quality (DEQ) indicate an

increased risk of iliness for

people who come in direct
contact with Lbe water.

Thé Looney Creek water-
shed is in the castein scotion
of Botetourt on the western
slopes of Lhe Blue Ridge
Mounénins, and it generally
includes Lhe area that paraliels
*US 11 betweed Troutville and
Buchanan.

The mouth of Looney
Creek on-the James River is
next to Limestone Park- in
Buchanan. .

The  Depariment ol
Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) is beginning lo waork
with local government rcpre-
sentatives and cilizens to
develop a plan to reduce the
bacteria in the sheains so that
the risk of iliness is reduced.

A public meeting a couplé
years apo in Buchanan was the
first step in the process lo
address the high bacteria
count that prmarily comes
from livestock and wildlife

using the stream and Failing -

septic systems. | . )
The implementation plan,
as it iz called, will outline the

voluntary improvements—or

besl masagement practices
{(BMP)—necded to reduce the
sources of bacteria and their
associated costs and benefits,
-aceording to an announcerneot
about the public meeting from

the Roanoke Valley-
Alleghany Regional
Comutnission.

Examples of BMPs o
reduce -the bacleria “sources
include repairing faiting seplic
systems, [lencing liveslock
from streams and establishing
vegetated siream buflers.

The plan will also identify
measwable goals and a sched-
ule to implement the plan.

DEQ aod DCR officiais
want cilizen patticipation and
input at the Deceraber 7 mect-
ing. Following a briefl presen-
tation outlining the implemen-
tation plan development, ltose
at the meeting will begin to
discuss and evaluale different
ways to clean up the strearas,
inchuding voluntary programs .
that offer financial incentives
for lapdowners to install
BMPs. - ’ 4

Citizens will have addition- : E :

al opportinitics to participate i:
in the plan development
twrouph working groups that i
witl begin to meet in January. :

The working - groups will .
identify ways o reduce resi- - :
deatinl  -and - " agricultural .
sources of bacterda -entering
the slreams. .

The implementation of this
plan will provide an opports-
nity for citizens in the Looney
Creek, Mill Creek and Back
Creek area o help improve
waler resources, increasg farm
praduction and inctease prop-
erty values in their commumi-

iy, accordiug to the regional 1
. CONuission's announcement.

For cxample, there are cur-
reutly 10 similar projecls Lo
reduce slream contamination
ongoing in Virginiz. These
projects have assisted farmers
to install liveslock exclnsion
(lencing) systems along more
than 30 miles of streams and
have addressed hian sources
through Lhe replacement or
itnprovement of more than 70
wasie trealment syslcims, and
more than 210 sepiic tank
pumponts,

Strong local public partici-
pation ensures an implemenia-
tion plan driven by local input,
according to the regional com-
mission. Community invelve-
ment in the creation of the
plan, and support of its imple-
méntation are critical factots
that will deterinine the success.
of cfforts to improve wale
quality Iocaily, thie commis
#i0i SayS. -

For mote informaticn, col
tact Jason Ericson, DCR,
(804} 225-3389 or email
Jison.Bricson@der
virginia.gov.
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